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Without any advertising, candidates or leader, “Don’t Knows” are the third largest party in the polls. Over a 
quarter of people said they don’t who would make the best Prime Minister in a YouGov poll.  

And whoever wins the election, we don’t know what they will do with the power we give them. Every day 
Ministers will take decisions about which their manifesto said nothing. We don’t know what MPs will actually do 
when faced with critical decisions about spending cuts, immigration, climate, the environment, Europe, war and 
other issues. Nobody knows what the government will do a year from now, even those standing for election.

So if we want accountable, democratic government, we the people need to get involved in politics after election 
day. 

The Don’t Know Manifesto calls for practical political education and support for all citizens to understand 
how the system works and learn how to have an e�ective voice about what matters to them, through local 
democracy hubs and accessible, a�ordable courses.

Why Democracy Matters 
People do not trust politicians, parties or the political process. Membership of political parties and turnout in 
elections has fallen dramatically. Many people feel powerless to in�uence decisions. Most do not take part in 
collective decision-making at any level, in their neighbourhood, local or national government. 

Many people do know who is responsible for what or who represents them at a local, regional, national, Euro-
pean or global level, let alone how to in�uence decisions. 

Yet many people are active citizens - as members of their community, faith, a school, trade union, profession or 
voluntary organisation. They are active in grassroots movements for community action, a safe environment, 
fair-trade and many other issues. 

But our formal political system does not connect well with the many ways in which citizens are active. It does 
almost nothing to involve those who do not take part or do not know how the system works.
Democracy matters because it is the way in which we, as a society, make collective decisions about how we live 
and the rules, laws and people that govern us at a local, national, European and even global level.  
We believe that our society should be governed by and for all citizens, as a democracy, not as an “elected dicta-
torship”. 
Large companies, charities and professionals employ lobbyists and campaigners to advocate on their behalf. 
Other citizens and community groups should at very least have the opportunity to learn how to make their 
voices heard e�ectively

Real democracy involves people
For democracy to be real, people need to know how the system works, how they can in�uence decisions and 
how they can play an active role. For this reason, people need to be able to learn how to engage in politics in a 
way that is meaningful and e�ective. They also need to be able to develop con�dence, skills and voice through 
active participation in community associations and civic forums at a local level.
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We appreciate initiatives by national and local government as well as Parliament to promote public participation 
and political education, for example through citizenship education in schools, Take Part, Together We Can, 
Community Champions, the Empowerment Fund, Parliamentary Outreach, the Duty to Involve and others. But 
too often these programmes have been short-term, small scale, invisible to most people and not joined up, 
while the Duty to Promote Democracy has been deferred.

Action for practical political education and support
The Don’t Know Manifesto calls on all party politicians to make public understanding and participation in 
politics a priority at a local and national level: 

to support the independence of citizens, charities and voluntary organisations to lobby, campaign or 
speak out about issues that matter to them, even if you are the party or person they want to in�uence or 
challenge;

to respect the Charity Commission’s guidance on campaigning (CC9) and acknowledge the value of 
charities having an e�ective voice;

to support our e�orts to provide and promote education for democracy through accessible and a�ordable 
opportunities to learn practical politics and capabilities for citizenship as part of formal and informal post-
school education as well as associations of civil society. 

to implement and strengthen the Duty to Promote Democracy by local government, in partnership with 
local groups, civil society, education providers and other stakeholders, through independent democracy 
hubs, as recommended by the Power Inquiry.

What is Democracy Matters? 
Democracy Matters is a new alliance of community organizations and learning providers calling for education in 
practical politics and local democracy hubs to restore trust in politics after the election.

Titus Alexander, convener of Democracy Matters said ”People do know what they care about, so when politi-
cians face di�cult decisions over public spending, it is important for all citizens to have an e�ective say in what 
happens. We will continue to promote practical political education after the election.”

Members of the Democracy Matters alliance have written an open letter to all party leaders and the chair of the 
Local Government Association, Dame Margaret Eaton. 
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our forum : http://www.democracymatters.info/forum/
our blog : http://democracymatterscampaign.blogspot.com/
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