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We can help you restore trust in politics 

Thank you for your very encouraging response of 31st March to our letter about restoring trust in politics 
(copies enclosed for ease of reference). 

We look forward to working with the Government and local authorities to provide accessible, a�ordable and 
appropriate opportunities for learning practical politics so that people can, if they wish, take up your invitation 
to “join the Government of Britain” in an e�ective way.

We greatly welcome your commitment to redistribute power, reengage citizens in politics and empower people 
to address local issues. We welcome the Coalition Government’s vision of political reform and social action - 
particularly the commitments to fairness at the heart of the de�cit reduction, greater transparency, civil liberties 
and support for social action. Your comments in the Adults Learning journal show your clear understanding of 
these matters.

Members of the Democracy Matters alliance provide a wide variety of opportunities for individuals and commu-
nities to learn about purposeful social action and to develop the capabilities for e�ective citizenship, both by 
actually doing it and by taking part in formal or less formal learning.

The stimulus for this kind of learning often comes from people’s frustrations or aspirations over a particular 
problem or opportunity. As a form of provision, it can have more in common with business advice and support 
than formal education, although the latter remains important. To create a big society in which citizens have 
e�ective in�uence, diverse forms of practical political education and support need to be as accessible and 
available as business advice and support.

From our experience, people can achieve much more in their community if they get good advice, training and 
support from experienced practitioners. We are therefore delighted at your commitment to provide support for 
neighbourhood groups, especially in the most deprived areas, and to provide training for 5,000 more commu-
nity organisers.

We recognise there is little money available for new initiatives and hope that we can work with central and local 
government to build on existing resources to strengthen support for social action. It will be particularly impor-
tant to ensure that decisions made in di�erent departments during the Spending Review process for the 
emergency budget do not inadvertently remove support from this work. These resources currently include Take 
Part, various empowerment programmes, informal adult and community learning, short-term training and 
employment under the Future Jobs Fund, as well as support for public participation in environmental, health 
and other issues. 

Our members are e�ective in promoting and supporting democracy in a range of ways and we look forward to 
working with you to enable more people to take part in a big and active society. We would value the opportu-
nity to meet with appropriate Ministers to discuss in more detail how best to get cross-departmental support 
for this work and e�ective cooperation at a local level.



Finally, we aim to publish a short report for local government, learning providers and civil society on how 
learning practical politics and e�ective citizenship can support the redistribution of power to create a ‘big 
society’. We aim to launch this in Parliament before the summer recess and would be delighted if you would 
write a foreword and, time permitting, speak at the launch. 

Titus Alexander

Convener, 
Democracy Matters

Judith Robinson, Alban Neave Deaf Association 
Ben Hughes, Chief Executive, bassac 
Tom Flood, CEO, BTCV 
Matthew Scott, Director, Community Sector Coalition 
Nick Beddow, CEO, Community Development Exchange (CDX)
Tony Breslin, Chief Executive, Citizenship Foundation 
Tony Burton, Civic Voice 
Bernard Godding, Chair, Education Centres Association 
Simon Burall, Director, Involve 
Steve Wyler, Director, Development Trusts Association 
Halina Ward, Director, Foundation for Democracy and Sustainable Development 
Kevin Curley, CEO, Navca 
Alan Tuckett, Director, NIACE 
Linda Butcher, CEO, Sheila McKechnie Foundation 
Zoraida Mendiwelso-Bendek Chair, Take Part National Network 
Richard Bolsin, General Secretary, WEA 
Susie Parsons, Interim CEO, Novas Scarman 
Tim Ward, Chair Third Sector National Learning Alliance 
Prof Bob Fryer, member, Independent Commission of Inquiry into the Future of Lifelong Learning 

… and others 

We are copying this letter to relevant Government Ministers to support inter-departmental co-operation for 
social action. This letter and reply will be posted on our website www.democracymatters.info and through our 
member organisations. 

Cc 

Greg Clark MP, Minister of State for decentralisation 
John Hayes MP, Minister of State for adult and further education 
Nick Hurd MP, Minister for State Civil Society 
Oliver Letwin MP, Minister of State


